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9:30 A.M. Present are Supervisors Paul Johnson, Mardi Allen Pam Jordan, Bill Leupold-Vice-Chairperson and 
Chairperson David Gottsche.  

Meeting called to order by Chair, David Gottsche. 

The pledge of allegiance to the flag was recited by those present. 

Gottsche opened the meeting. Rick Hopper, engineer with Jacobson-Westergard & Associates present to present 
the preliminary engineering report for Jt Drainage District 61 C, D, & E. Chairperson Gottsche requested that the 
representatives from Clay and Emmet Counties introduce themselves. Clay County Representatives included 
Supervisors Barry Anderson, Delmar Brockshus, Burlin Matthews, and County Auditor Marjorie Pitts. Emmet 
County Representatives included Supervisors Jeff Quastad, John Pluth, Beverly Juhl, and Drainage Deputy Amy 
Sathoff.  

Hopper informed the boards that on Oct. 24, 2012, a drainage petition was filed requesting a cleanout and repair 
of the Main Open Ditch commencing at the south line of Section 22-98-35 to the outlet of the Main Open Ditch at 
the south line of Section 15-97-35. Further findings led to the determination that there were areas north of Section 
22-98-35 that also were in need of cleaning. Based on attorney’s opinion, limits of any repair study should not be 
restricted to the limits of the filed petition. No major improvements have been done to the Open Ditch since a 
cleanout in 1985. The existing Open Ditch is 10.7 miles in length and has 83 feet of fall throughout the length. The 
problem with the ditch currently is that the banks have sloughed off, silt has filtered in, restricting water flow.  
Additionally many tiles are restricted by silt and standing water, some are covered to the point that they will not be 
found until a new cleanout is done. The depth of the silt is 3 feet in some areas. Estimated total project cost, is 
$684,621. Moved by Matthews to accept the engineer’s report as presented, seconded by Quastad. All voted aye, 
motion carried. Moved by Allen, seconded by Anderson to set the date, time and place for an Informal Hearing for 
Tuesday June 16, 2015, 7:00 P.M., Dickinson County Courthouse, Suite, 1510. All voted aye, motion carried. 
Moved by Leupold, seconded by Juhl, to set the date, time and place for the Formal Hearing for Tuesday July 07 
2015, 7:00 P.M., Dickinson County Courthouse, Suite, 1510. All voted aye, motion carried. Chair closed the joint 
meeting. Clay and Emmet County Representatives left meeting at 10:00 Clay and Emmet counties left the 
meeting, continuation of Dickinson County Board of Supervisors regular weekly meeting. 

Rick Hopper present regarding Drainage District #19 and possible reclassification of additional branches and 
laterals. Moved by Johnson, seconded by Leupold to instruct Jacobson-Westergard, & Associates to begin the 
reclassification of Branch’s, A, B & B3, B1, C & C9, D, F, G, and K. Roll call vote: Johnson-aye, Allen-aye, 
Jordan-aye, Leupold-aye, Gottsche-aye.  

County Engineer present. Moved by Allen, seconded by Jordan, to approve the engineer’s recommendation to 
approve Drainage District Sub 2 of 2 repair work for Jeff Bueltel in Richland Township, Section 9. The repair 
should be less than $1000.   Roll call vote: Johnson-aye, Allen-aye, Jordan-aye, Leupold-abstained, Gottsche-
aye.  

Moved by Allen, seconded by Leupold, to approve Drainage District #19 repair work for Gary Gould in Okoboji 
Township, Section 7. The repair should be less than $1000.  Roll call vote: Johnson-aye, Allen-aye,-Jordan-aye, 
Leupold-aye, Gottsche-aye.  

Moved by Johnson, seconded by Jordan, to approve Drainage District #26 repair work for Jim Anderson in 
Diamond Lake Township, Section 24. The repair should be less than $1000. Roll call vote: Johnson-aye, Allen-
aye,-Jordan-aye, Leupold-aye, Gottsche-aye.  

Moved by Leupold, seconded by Allen, to approve Blake Gjerde as a temporary seasonal employee in the 
Secondary Roads Department. Start date is May 26, 2015 at a rate of $12/hour. Roll call vote: Johnson-aye, 
Allen-aye,-Jordan-aye, Leupold-aye, Gottsche-aye.  

Engineer Eckert presented the board with two proposals for architectural services to design, let, and administer 
the construction of the New Milford Shop. Assistant County Attorney Saunders will review the proposals and 
board will readdress at next regularly scheduled meeting. 



Moved by Allen, seconded by Leupold, to approve the April 28, 2015 board minutes as presented. Roll call vote: 
Johnson-aye, Allen-aye, Jordan-abstained, Leupold-aye, Gottsche-aye. 

Final version of the Supervisors Survey and tabulation of findings was presented to the board for review. Moved 
by Leupold, seconded by Johnson to direct the Auditor to mail the tabulation findings to all remaining 98 counties 
with a special letter of thanks and acknowledgement to any counties whose data was not received prior to the 30 
day deadline. Roll call vote: Johnson-aye, Allen-aye, Jordan-aye, Leupold-aye, Gottsche-aye. The complete 
document will be placed on the county website. Assistant County Attorney Saunders will distribute to the press.  

Gottsche informed the board that Saunders had been contacted by an area group of people wishing his 
representation in matters regarding CAFO’s. Saunders believes that it may result in a conflict of interest and 
would be in everyone’s best interest him not serving in that capacity.  

The board gave their weekly board and committee reports. 
 
Moved by Leupold, seconded by Allen to continue the meeting and reconvene at 1:00 P.M. Roll call vote: 
Johnson-aye, Allen-aye, Jordan-aye, Leupold-aye, Gottsche-aye. 
 
Supervisors Johnson, Allen, Jordan, and Leupold reconvened in County Engineers Office at 1:00 P.M. Gottsche 
absent.  At 1:30 P.M., the group traveled near the intersection of 215th Avenue and Weather’s End Drive to 
conduct a drainage review site tour. Approximately 15-20 landowners were present, the majority of these were 
from the Weather’s End Subdivision. The topic of discussion was the drainage from the Dickinson County 
shoulder widening project along 215th Avenue. County Engineer summarized the history of 215th Avenue, the 
current shoulder widening project, and projection of remaining portion of project needing completed.  Several 
landowners addressed concerns in regard to perceived changes in the drainage associated to the project. Tony 
Weber and Larry Shaffer were present and are long time landowners with significant history of the subdivision, its 
development, and private drainage. Eckert stated that although the new culverts are longer than the old ones, 
none of the culverts are any larger than the old culverts. Shaffer had concerns about the placement of a dike, 
west of the cross road culvert near his home. His contention was that the dike was removed in the 1980’s which 
allowed the water to flow westerly and northerly to the drainage way close to Kinlen’s and Smith’s. Eckert 
reported that the dike was constructed as a result of defining the water shed near Shaffer’s home and that by 
allowing the surface water to divert to a different water course would be against Code of Iowa. Eckert was 
unaware of how the dike would have been removed but showed the 1951 county grading project which had a dike 
constructed for the same purpose as the one constructed in 2015. This is common practice in county grading 
projects. Weber had concerns with the water on the lake side ditch near his property. He displayed concern that 
on a heavy rain, water could come out of the county ditch and onto his property before it entered the natural creak 
near the Smith and Kinlen property.  Eckert and the Supervisor’s suggested several options to help alleviate the 
drainage concerns of the property landowners. Option one is to establish a drainage district so the entire drainage 
basin could be studied by a private engineer; only one landowner interested in this option. Option two is to 
consider tiling the ditch as long as the landowners provide an outlet to the tile that did not cause water from one 
waterway to deviate to another waterway. Landowners were interested in this option unless there was a major 
cost to them. Supervisor Allen suggested that there may be help through a Clean Water Grant, Lakes Restoration 
Grant, or possibility of the NRCS helping in the project. She will look into the options.  The board will continue to 
work with the landowners. (215th Avenue notes provided by County Engineer Eckert) 

Meeting adjourned to the call of the Vice-Chair at 3:35 P.M. 

___________________________________David Gottsche, Chairperson 

___________________________________Lori Pedersen, Auditor 


