
OUT OF THE 99 IOWA COUNTIES, DID YOU KNOW?
Dickinson County has the 12th highest assessed value in Iowa.

Dickinson County has the 12th highest taxable value in Iowa.

Dickinson County has the lowest General Fund levy rate in Iowa.

Dickinson County has the 2nd lowest Rural Fund levy rate in Iowa.

Dickinson County has the lowest Countywide levy rate in Iowa.

Dickinson County is 25th in the amount of property taxes levied in Iowa.

Dickinson County is 9th in the State for the % of untaxable values due to TIF?
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TAXABLE VALUE IN TIF DISTRICTS

Dickinson County reduced by $8.7 M

Arnolds Park reduced by $3.1 M

Spirit Lake increased by $11.1 M

West Okoboji increased by $16.5 M

Dickinson Co. $13,273,302

Arnolds Park $42,977,698

Lake Park $11,245,343

Milford $27,405,554

Okoboji $3,788,824

Orleans $5,194,510

Spirit Lake $122,314,713

Terril $2,818,753

West Okoboji $20,876,214
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FY17 Taxable Value by Property Class
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Significant changes from FY16

Residential increased by  $142.8Million

Ag Land increased by $21.8Million

Commercial decreased by  $23.8Million

New Multi-residential value $32.6Million

Total Taxable Value increased by $194.3

FY'17 FY'08

Residential $1,827,830,029 $959,030,528

Agricultural Ld $213,121,627 $144,202,926

Agricultural Blds $6,560,251 $15,777,591

Commercial $231,369,372 $203,358,574

Industrial $84,966,877 $37,767,038

Multi -residential $32,577,566

Railroad $2,143,881 $1,096,033

Utilities with g&e $48,004,037 $39,954,304

Other $262,400 $0

Military Expemption $2,079,796 $2,479,828
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In FYõ08 Residential property 

was 68% of the total and 

Commercial was 14.5%



Health 

Insurance 

13%

Salaries 

fica ipers

45%
Secondary 

roads transfer

2%

Discretionary 

funding 

9%

General 

Services

5%

Tort & 

Workmens 

Comp

5%

Conducting 

Office business

21%

General Fund Expenses FY17

4

Over the past 10 years the % of salaries to the entire cost in General Fund 

stayed proportionately the same.  The exceptions are health insurance and

conducting office business.   

Some conducting business expenses that increased significantly are:
Cost of elections Software and software maintenance

Postage Medical Examiner 

Sheriffõs cars GIS Mapping

Food cost for the jail Public Health
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GENERAL FUND REVENUE FY17 VS. FY08
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Å The % of property tax revenue to all revenue collected over a 10 year 

period has gone up from 58% to 73%.

Å The % of revenue generated by interest on investment has dropped from 

9% to 1%.

Å Department Revenue as a % of the entire revenue has dropped from 20% 

to 14%.



6

In some years, the County has built up an usually high ending General 

Fund balance.  In order to reduce that balance to an acceptable level, 

the County has budgeted to expend more than the budgeted revenues.  

You see that in fiscal years ô09, ô10, ô16 budget and FYõ17 requested 

budget.  Other budget years have had the same scenario but when the 

actual numbers came in, revenue came in higher and expense came in 

lower than budgeted.
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RURAL FUND REVENUE & SOURCE

COMPARISON
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FYõ17 FYõ08

Property tax $1,820,783 $967,331

Local Option $1,000,000 $761,044

Other Revenue $160,594 $39,391

Commercial Replace $87,398 $00,000

Total $2,981,377 $1,767,766



RURAL FUND EXPENSE COMPARISON
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FY'17 FY'08
Secondary Roads $2,498,568 $1,699,087

Sirens $9,900 $23,287

28E Agreement $84,600 $84,600

Landfill Commission $18,295

Recycling $45,722 $45,600

Roadside Management $99,736

Weed Commissioner $18,042 $14,042

Libraries $58,000 $58,000

Ambulance $3,117 $3,494
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Local Projects

Consultant & Engineer fees

Bridges repair

Pipes, Culverts

Road Maint & Grading

Signs

Asphalt Concrete

Cement

Ditch clean, spraying, tiles, brush cut

Payment markings

Equipment

Equip maint

Gas, Diesel, oil, Grease,tires,blades, filter,é

Shop equipt

Bld Capital improve

Land acq & Dev

Payroll with fica & ipers

Health & Dental insurance

Misc
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Capital Improvements & Equipment Purchases:

Å New Milford County shop base bid $2,148,000.

Å 4 new replacement dump trucks.

Road & Bridge Construction Projects:

Å High Crossing Road - $1,038,388

Å HWY 9 Intersection Reconstruction south of Lake Park

Å Bridge replacement on Old Hwy 71 southeast of Milford

Å 6 resurfacing projects.



General Fund

Rural Fund
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For FYõ17:

Road Use tax increase estimated at $650,000

Farm to Market increase estimated at $94,000

Farm to Market County Balance at a negative $709,637

Highway Bridge Program Balance at a negative $303,734
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Most of the discretionary funding requests did not change from FYõ16.  

The Board did transfer additional funding to both Building & Grounds 

and to Economic Development.

Those proposed expenses include courthouse security upgrades, 

underground lighting replacements, an energy savings project and /or 

moving the church.  The Board also including monies to hire a 

consultant to help with the ever increasing costs of health insurance.


