
Dickinson County Board of Supervisors 
January 21 2014 (amended) 

9:30 A.M. Present are Supervisors Paul Johnson, Mardi Allen, Pam Jordan Bill Leupold, Vice-
Chairperson and Chairman David Gottsche.   

Pledge of allegiance to the flag was recited by those present. 

Meeting called to order by Chairman Gottsche. Assistant County Attorney advised the Board of the 
Requirements of Iowa Code Chapter 21.5(i) which allows a closed session where it is utilized “to evaluate 
the professional competency of an individual whose appointment, hiring, performance or discharge is 
being considered when necessary to prevent needless and irreparable injury to that individual’s reputation 
and that individual requests a closed session.” 

Attorney Saunders advised that there were three candidates for the appointment of the position of County 
Auditor, and that all three had provided him with written request for closed session. 

Whereupon Supervisor Allen moved to go into closed session, same being seconded by Supervisor 
Leupold. Roll call vote was unanimous. Closed session commenced at 9:35 a.m. Closed session tape 
recorded. 

9:55 a.m. motion was made by Supervisor Johnson to go out of closed session, seconded by Supervisor 
Leupold. Roll call vote, all approved. Closed session ended at 9:55 a.m. 

Supervisor Gottsche entertained a motion for appointment of County Auditor. Motion made by Leupold to 
vote on appointment by ballot. Chairman Gottsche left the chair to second said motion. Vote was done by 
ballot and recorded as follows: 

Gottsche-Pedersen 

Leupold-Gross 

Allen-Pedersen 

Johnson-Gross 

Jordan-Pedersen 

Vote was recorded by Attorney Saunders as 3 for Pedersen and 2 for Gross. 

Motion made by Leupold to approve the vote and appointment of Lori Pedersen as Dickinson County 
Auditor. Chairperson Gottsche stepped out of chair to second the motion. Roll call vote: Gottsche-aye, 
Allen-aye, Jordan-aye, Leupold-aye, Johnson-nay. 

County Attorney Saunders administered the Oath of Office to Lori Pedersen, newly appointed County 
Auditor Interim. 

County Treasurer Rowley present with annual reviews. Moved by Allen seconded by Leupold to approve 
the maximum limit deposits for each of the following financial institutions: 

Bank Midwest-Spirit Lake    $30,000,000.00  

Central Bank-Spirit Lake    $  5,000,000.00 

Citizens Credit Union-Spirit Lake   $  1,000,000.00 

Farmers Savings Bank-Milford    $  5,000,000.00 

Ia Public Agency Investment Trust-Des Moines     $20,000,000.00           



Northwest Bank-Okoboji     $  5,000,000.00 

Savings Bank-Lake Park    $  5,000,000.00 

The State Bank-Spirit Lake    $  5,000,000.00 

United Community Bank-Spirit Lake   $  5,000,000.00 

Roll call vote: Johnson- aye, Allen-aye, Jordan-aye, Leopold- aye, Gottsche- aye. 

Moved by Jordan seconded by Allen to approve the Dickinson County Investment Policy as presented. 
Roll call vote: Johnson- aye, Allen-aye, Jordan-aye, Leopold- aye, Gottsche- aye. 

Treasurer Rowley presented the board with the Semi-Annual Publication Report of county funds, 
Treasurer’s Report on Investments, trends and updates in the office. 

Brad Beck with Beck Engineering present regarding the 2014 Dickinson County Jones Pasture Drainage 
Wetland Project. Moved by Allen seconded by Johnson to set date and time of bid letting of project for 
Monday February 10, 2014, 2:00 P.M and Public Hearing for February 11, 2014 at 9:30 A.M. Brad Beck 
also present for discussion on the site grading for the proposed Spirit Lake Shop site. After much 
discussion, no action taken at this time. 

Moved by Allen seconded by Leupold to approve the fireworks display permit application for the Winter 
Games Show on January 25, 2014 with rain date of February 1, 2014. Roll call vote: Johnson- aye, Allen-
aye, Jordan-aye, Leopold- aye, Gottsche- aye. 

Moved by Johnson seconded by Jordan to approve the liquor license renewal application and outdoor 
service area application of Okoboji View Golf Club. Roll call vote: Johnson- aye, Allen-aye, Jordan-aye, 
Leopold- aye, Gottsche- aye. 

Moved by Allen seconded by Johnson to adopt RESOLUTION 2014-2 IOWA STATE ASSOCIATION OF 
COUNTY SUPERVISORS RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS, the Iowa Association of County Supervisors recognizes that a high quality transportation 

system serves as the artery for economic activity and that the condition of the infrastructure in the State of 

Iowa is a key element for our future economic growth; and 

 

WHEREAS, an integral part of the State of Iowa’s Road Use Tax Fund (RUTF) is the fuel tax, which has 

not been significantly increased since 1989, while maintenance and construction costs have more than 

doubled during that same timeframe; and 

 

WHEREAS, there have been several state-wide studies completed over the past 10 years identifying the 

requirement to significantly increase the amount of funding for the administration, maintenance and 

improvements to our state-wide public roadway system, including the 2006 Road Use Tax Fund (RUTF) 

study called for by Governor Culver, the 2011 Road Use Tax Fund (RUTF) study completed per 2011 

Iowa Code Section 307.31, and the 2011 Governor’s Transportation 2020 Citizen Advisory Commission 

(CAC) created by Governor Branstad; and 

 

WHEREAS, the 2008 TIME-21 study documented the fact that under today’s funding structure and 

highway usage, over 20% of the travel done in Iowa is by out-of-state drivers while only 13% of the state’s 

road use revenues come from out of state drivers; and 

 

WHEREAS, the funding provided by the implementation of the TIME-21 Fund in 2009 is inadequate to 

meet the critical maintenance and improvements needs for the State of Iowa’s transportation system; and 



 

WHEREAS, 95% of Road Use Tax Fund revenues are required by the Iowa Constitution to be spent only 

on our roadways; and 

 

WHEREAS, due to the severe shortage in state funding to meet the critical needs of our roadway system, 

several Iowa counties have had to resort to issuing almost $100 million in bonds to pay for their most 

critical maintenance needs, which will have to be paid off through property taxes; and 

 

WHEREAS, Dickinson County has issued $4,690,000.00 in bonds to pay for our most critical roadway 

and bridge needs; and 

 

WHEREAS, the 2011 Governor’s Transportation 2020 Citizen Advisory Council report to Governor 

Branstad and the Iowa Legislature identified the need for $215 million per year of increased funding over 

the next 20 years, in addition to the funding being provided by the TIME-21 revenues, just to meet the 

most critical needs of our transportation infrastructure; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Iowa Roads Association, the Iowa County Engineer’s Association, and numerous 

business related associations throughout Iowa have publically supported the call for increased RUTF 

funding;  

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Iowa State Association of County Supervisors and the 

Dickinson County Board of Supervisors strongly encourages the implementation of the 2011 Citizen’s 

Advisory Council’s recommendations to: 

1. Increase the state fuel tax rates across the board by ten cents, over a period of no less than three 
years, resulting in an estimated $184 million to $230 million of additional annual revenue. 

2. Increase the “Fee for New Registration” from five percent to six percent, raising this fee to a level 
consistent with the state sales tax, resulting in an estimated $50 million of additional annual 
revenue. 

3. Allocate new funding to go to the TIME-21 Fund up to the cap ($225 million) and the remaining 
new funding should be distributed consistent with the Road Use Tax Fund distribution formula. 

 

And, BE IT ALSO RESOLVED that the Iowa State Association of County Supervisors and the Dickinson  

County Board of Supervisors support the ongoing evaluation of creative, supplemental solutions to 

increased RUTF funding. 

 

.   Resolved this 21st day of January, 2014. 

Passed and approved. Roll call vote: Johnson- aye, Allen-aye, Jordan-aye, Leopold- aye, Gottsche- aye. 

Board members gave their weekly committee reports. 

 

Hugh Lively, Rides, present with the agency’s report and request for continued funding in FY15 in the 

amount of $16,406.00. 

 

Rick Hopper, engineer with Jacobson-Westergard present to set bid letting date and contract approval for 

2014 Tile Repairs; Drainage District No. 28. Leupold moved to set bid letting date for Tuesday February 

25, 2014, 9:30 A.M. with contract to be awarded on Tuesday February 25, 2014 at 10:00 A.M. Allen 

seconded, all voted aye. Allen motioned to approve the engineer’s final report. Johnson seconded. All 

vote aye.                                     

 



Allen motioned to approve the Regional Mental Health 28E Agreement with Northwest Iowa Care 
Connections, Version 9, Jordan seconded. Roll call vote: Johnson- aye, Allen-aye, Jordan-aye, Leopold- 
abstained, Gottsche- aye. Motion carried. 

Preliminary budget numbers are in for FY15 budgets. Workshops will continue next week.  

   

There being no further business presented before the board, Jordan motioned to adjourn, Leupold 
seconded.  Roll call vote: Johnson-aye, Allen-aye, Jordan-aye, Leupold-aye, Gottsche-aye. 

 

                            

____________________________________David Gottsche, Chairperson 
 
 
 
___________________________________Lori Pedersen, Auditor 


