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Dickinson County Board of Adjustment 
Monday, December 27, 2010 

7:00 P.M. 
 

Dickinson County Board of Adjustment met Monday, December 27, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. in the 
community room, Dickinson County Courthouse. 
 
Members present were Don Oleson, Jeff Ashland, Bob Duncan, and Dennis Jackson. 
Absent was Bill Sackett. 
 
Don Oleson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.   
 
First on the agenda was roll call. 
 
Second on the agenda was new business. 

 1st item of new business was Jill Jordahl, variance, Ficken Brown Subdivision, Lot 1.  
The zoning office found an error in the publication, so this application has to be 
republished and moved to the January 24th meeting. Question was asked by the 
applicant if they can remove stakes and strings for easier snow removal.  It was agreed 
that was okay as long as the stakes and strings were replaced on the Friday before the 
January meeting.   

 

 2nd item of new business was M Property LLC, variance, Nodland Commercial Park, Lot 
12.  Oleson read the description of the variance.  All members had viewed the site. 
 

Jason Eygabroad with Beck Engineering was representing Ron Morocco with M Property LLC.  
He said Morocco was looking at two different layouts for storage buildings, and chose this tiered 
system. It had seven units, but they propose one less.  From the standpoint of drainage, all 
drainage runs to the south and east, they can use the existing drainage ditch. They are making 
the units more user friendly by avoiding north facing doors.  Also it would require less dirt work.  
There are two other buildings on the street that do not conform with current front yard setbacks. 
 
Kohlhaase explained that these two buildings were constructed prior to subdivision.  Originally 
the Marina faced Highway 86 which was the front yard and they had a setback of 50 feet.  The 
two buildings in question were allowed by the Planning and Zoning and Board of Supervisors 
during the subdivision process.  They are nonconforming, but allowed. 
 
Oleson said the Board of Adjustment is charged with seeing that a project complies as much as 
possible with the zoning rules.  One less storage unit on the north side would make it fit.  
 
Eygabroad said that Morocco needed 6 to 7 units to make this project work.  He doesn’t know if 
he would do it with fewer units.  This plan leaves more parking on the east side, more user 
friendly and the drainage is the big issue. 
 
Oleson said this is too big a building for this lot.  Has Morocco looked at larger properties? 
 
Eygabroad said there are very few lots left for sale out there.  Morocco’s biggest reasoning was 
there are two other buildings that don’t conform and the street, even though it is highway 
commercial, is a 15 feet private road. 
 
Oleson said the board looks at every variance on its own merit.  They do not look at prior 
variances as setting a precedence. 
 
Correspondence was read from adjoining property owners: 
Mark Leiss – in favor of granting the request. 
Bruce Tamisea – in support of granting the variance. 
IDNR – notified and have no issues. 
 
The meeting was opened to public comment. 
 
Tom Ditsworth said he owns Lot 10.  When purchasing the property, he came to realize he was 
land locked.  He was advised he wouldn’t have a good chance of getting a variance, so he built 
within the zoning parameters, but doesn’t have enough room.  Part of his business has to be 
done off site. If he could have a bigger building, all of his production could be done at this site.  
If a variance is approved tonight for M Property LLC, he will want to apply for a variance to add 
on.  Also for the board’s information, the property owners are trying to establish an association 
and to widen the roads.  There is no drainage. The water runs down the middle of the road, 
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puddling in front of his building and eroding away at adjoining buildings. The water runs across 
and doesn’t get to our ditches. Nodland no longer does maintenance to the road.  Each owner 
has to help take care of the roads.  He has spoken to the county, but they are not interested in 
the road at this time.  The owners would have to bring it up to county specifications first.   
 
Oleson said he does want to reiterate that they look at each application on its own merit.   
 
He asked the board members for further questions. He said we do evidently have some 
drainage concerns. 
 
Eygabroad said the main reason for their proposed layout is to address drainage concerns.  
Normally commercial businesses need a large front yard setback for parking.  With the storage 
units, all of the parking will be on the east side. 
 
Lonnie Saunders said there are only four members of the board present tonight.  The applicant 
has the right to wait until five members can be present. 
 
Eygabroad felt his client would want a vote tonight. 
 
There being no further questions, Ashland moved to vote on the application as presented.  
Duncan seconded.  All were in favor. 
 
The vote was recorded as Ashland, Duncan, Jackson – aye.  Oleson – deny.  Oleson read the 
vote result form. 
 
Third on the agenda was the minutes of October 25, 2010.  Duncan moved to approve the 
minutes as written.  Ashland seconded.  All were in favor. 
 
Fourth on the agenda was communications.  The board members had received a letter from 
Ted Weismann of High Point Wind with an update on their plans and progress. 
 
Fifth on the agenda was report of officers.  There was none. 
 
Sixth on the agenda was unknown business.  Kohlhaase said that Bill Sackett had informed the 
office that he would probably be out of town until next spring.  He also said he had health 
issues, but that he wants to stay on the board.  It is a concern when not all five members can be 
here all year.   
 
Jackson asked if a letter should be drafted to the supervisors.  It is not fair to the applicants to 
not have a full board. 
 
Oleson said the board is here to serve the people of Dickinson County.  Duncan will be gone for 
the January 24th meeting, so will only have three members.  He asked Saunders how to 
proceed.   
 
Saunders will discuss the situation with the Board of Supervisors at their meeting tomorrow. 
 
Seventh on the agenda was other.  There will be two applications, one in Methodist Camp, and 
the continuation of Jill Jordahl.  The members discussed changing the meeting date to Tuesday, 
January 25th so Bob Duncan could attend.  It was agreed.  
 
Eighth on the agenda was adjournment.  Jackson moved to adjourn.  Duncan seconded.  All 
were in favor.  The meeting adjourned at 7:30 p.m.   
 
 
 
 
 


