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DICKINSON COUNTY PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION 

Monday, May 19, 2014 

1:00 P.M. 

 

The Dickinson County Planning and Zoning Commission met Monday, May 19, 2014 at 

1:00 p.m. in the community room of the Dickinson County Courthouse. 

Members present were Tony Weber, Nancy Pfund, Doris Welle, Tim Fairchild and Nate 

Gruys.  Absent were Jon Gunderson and Carol Pierce. 

Tony Weber, Chairman called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. 

First on the agenda were the minutes of November 18, 2013.  Fairchild moved to 

approve the minutes as written.  Pfund seconded.  All were in favor. 

Second on the agenda was introduction of the new office manager, Megan Kardell, and 

the members introduced themselves to Nate Gruys, new member. 

Third on the agenda was election of officers.  Pfund moved to keep the current slate of 

officers.  Welle seconded.  All were in favor.  The officers will be Tony Weber, Chairman 

and Tim Fairchild, Vice Chairman. Welle moved to appoint Megan Kardell as Planning 

and Zoning Commission secretary.  Fairchild seconded.  All were in favor. 

Fourth on the agenda was discussion of storm shelters in Mobile Home Parks and RV 

Parks/Campgrounds.   

Kohlhaase explained the recommendation from the Board of Adjustment to amend the 

ordinance to require storm shelters in mobile home and RV parks and campgrounds.  

The zoning ordinance does have a section for mobile home parks and mobile home 

subdivisions.  The P & Z Commission could draft rules just for RV/campgrounds. If it 

goes to the Board of Adjustment as a conditional use, they could require a storm shelter 

as a condition for approval.  Kohlhaase felt to be consistent, it would be best to put it in 

the ordinance in Article 17.  Additional area and height regulations.  All existing parks 

would be grandfathered in, so this would apply to new parks only.  

Discussion of any known requirements in city limits or state parks.  How would storm 

shelter be defined?   

Kohlhaase suggested there may be state standards.  A shelter would have to be 

designed for peak time use.   

Discussion of how the county would supervise construction, is the county liable if shelter 

fails or is too small, and what about maintenance issues. Suggestion that the park or 

campground could hand guests a copy of their disaster plan when they check in. 

It was decided that the zoning office would research some state regulations and check 

with NWIPDC for any information. 

Fifth on the agenda was any old, unknown, or other business.  Kohlhaase brought up 

the possibility of Methodist Camp having their own zoning overlay district.  This would 

be designing a separate ordinance for a particular area with different requirements for 

setbacks, etc.  This could reduce the variances required. 

Discussion followed of closer setbacks increasing fire danger.   

No action to be taken at this time.  The zoning office will keep the P & Z Commission 

updated on future activity in Methodist Camp. 

Kohlhaase said the county has never adopted a building code though it has been 

discussed several times.  He asked Tony Weber who is a member of the National Home 

Builders Association to give some past history.   
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Weber outlined discussions that have been held over the past 30 years.  The big issue 

was generating enough money so the program could support itself.  City of Spirit Lake 

tried it for a few years.  The person involved was not qualified and the housing market 

slumped, so the program was abandoned. 

He mentioned the state is adopting a 2012 Energy Code effective June 1, 2014 that will 

increase the cost of a new house $5,000 - $6,000.  There is already an electric code in 

place and the state does the inspection.  There is a plumbing code in place, but there 

are no inspection requirements.   

Kohlhaase reviewed the county’s zoning and subdivision ordinances.  The zoning 

ordinance was adopted in 1998, but has been updated twice in the years since.  The 

subdivision ordinance was adopted in 2000.  In his opinion, both are good ordinances.  

The comprehensive land use plan was prepared in 2006 and in his opinion it is still up to 

date and a good tool for zoning.   

In other business, Pfund mentioned a large storage building with living quarters in 

Orleans and how that was allowed.  Discussion followed. 

Welle thanked Barb Woodley, who is retiring, for her years of service to the county. 

Pfund moved to adjourn.  Fairchild seconded.  All were in favor.  The meeting adjourned 

at 2:22 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Filed By: _________________________        Date:________________________ 

 


