
DICKINSON COUNTY PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION 
 

Monday, June 15, 2015 
 

1:00 P.M. 
 

The Dickinson County Planning and Zoning Commission met Monday, June 15, 2015 at 
the 1:00 P.M. in the community room of the Dickinson County Courthouse. 
 
Members present were Tony Weber, Doris Welle, Carol Pierce, Tim Fairchild, Jon 
Gunderson, and Nancy Pfund. Absent was Nate Gruys 
 
Tony Weber, Chairman called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. 
 
First on the Agenda was the approval of the minutes from May 18, 2015. Fairchild 
motioned to approve the minutes as written. Pierce seconded. All were in favor.  
 
Second on the agenda was the recommendation to the Board of Supervisors, for an 
amendment to the Dickinson County Comprehensive Land Use plan to change the 
future land use map from residential to commercial for Hawn Brothers Subdivision 2.  
 
Weber stated that the public notice contained the legal description for all items on the 
agenda.  
 
Welle made a motion for approval to send the recommendation to the BOS. Gunderson 
seconded the motion. All were in favor. 
 
Third on the agenda was Preliminary plat recommendation to the BOS.  
Blum said they made some minor changes to the subdivision plat and they drafted a 
restrictive covenant to address the lack of setback requirements in the General 
Commercial district. The setbacks are as follows: minimum lot area is 20,000 square 
feet, minimum front and rear yard is 25’ feet, and the minimum side yard is 7’ feet. The 
subdivision is 15 acres, divided into 15 lots, some are larger than others, but all meet 
the 20,000 square feet minimum. Sanitary Sewer, water, and telephone services are not 
available, but Alliant will provide electricity. Blum indicated that he and Paul Assman, a 
certified engineer, worked together on the cross section of the private road. Blum also 
asked Assman to review Blum’s drainage calculations.  
 
Blum explained the drainage plan and calculations for the subdivision using low impact 
development.  
 
Discussion on impervious surface on the proposed subdivision.  
 
Blum and Hawn addressed the concern from Pfund about being able to see the 
subdivision from the road. They said that there is a living fence on 165th street, 
consisting of cedar trees, and that they are large enough that people cannot see back to 
the subdivision from the road. 
 
Welle said that she had to drive all the way around the section because she could not 
see the proposed subdivision because of the trees.   
 
Kohlhaase said that the Zoning office sent out a letter to cities within 2 miles of the 
proposed subdivision as required by the Subdivision Ordinance. The City of Spirit Lake 
and Okoboji have given their approval on the proposed subdivision, but Orleans has yet 
to respond. The City of Orleans does have up to 30 days to respond, but if there is no 
response they waive their objection.  
 
Blum said he talked with the Mayor of Orleans, Bill Moss and he said they were not 
going to do anything.  
 
Kohlhaase said that the private road needs to be spelled out in the restrictive covenant 
so potential property owners do not expect the County to take care of the road. 



 
Weber said that he believes the restrictive covenant addresses the Commission’s 
concerns about setbacks, sanitary sewer and the private road.  
 
Welle motioned to vote on the recommendation for the Preliminary Plat to the BOS, 
Pierce seconded. All were in favor. 
 
The vote was recorded as 6-0, Pfund, Welle, Gunderson, Fairchild, Weber, Pierce all 
approved.  
 
Fourth on the agenda was the recommendation for rezoning from A-1 Agricultural/R-1 
Suburban Residential district to GC General Commercial district. 
 
Weber asked if there are any additional questions or concerns for the applicant. 
 
Welle thanked the applicant for making adjustments asked of them by the Commission, 
and she feels the proposed subdivision is the best possible use for the land. 
 
Pierce made the motion to vote on the recommendation for Rezoning to the BOS, Pfund 
seconded the motion. All were in favor 
 
The vote was recorded as 6-0, Pfund, Welle, Gunderson, Fairchild, Weber, Pierce all 
approved.  
 
Fifth on the agenda was the recommendation to the BOS on an Amendment to the 
Dickinson County Zoning Ordinance 102, Article #3 Definition/Use Classifications, 
Section 1 Definitions, to change the definition of a deck requirement wording by 
eliminating the 42 inch height stipulation.  
 
Fairchild moved to vote on the recommendation, Welle seconded. All were in favor. 
 
Sixth on the agenda was the recommendation to the BOS on the Amendment to the 
Dickinson County Zoning Ordinance 102, Article #3 Definition/Use Classifications, 
Section 1 Definitions, to change the definition of Projecting Overhang or Structures, by 
adding window wells to the list of items excluded from side yards. 
 
Pierce moved to vote on the recommendation, Welle seconded, All were in favor. 
 
Seventh on the agenda was the recommendation to the BOS on an Amendment to the 
Dickinson County Zoning Ordinance 102, Article #17 Additional Area and Height 
Regulations, Section 7A Accessory buildings, to change the wording to eliminate the 
word public in front of thoroughfare.  
 
Fairchild moved to vote on the recommendation, Gunderson seconded. All were in 
favor. 
 
Eighth on the Agenda was old, unknown or other business. 
 
Kohlhaase said that the Commission needs to do the finding of fact to show the reason 
why they voted the way they did for the Hawn Subdivision 2.  
 
Kohlhaase stated, the reason the Commission has chosen to approve the amendment 
to the Comprehensive Land Use plan for the future land use map was because the 
Commission believes that a commercial use fits the surrounding neighborhood, and it is 
consistent with the activity that is taking place. By changing the future land use map to 
commercial, the land now supports the rezoning change from Agricultural/Residential to 
General Commercial. The proposed cold storage subdivision plat is the best use for the 
property, and considering the surrounding activities, and the limited available utilities, 
the Hawn Subdivision 2 satisfies a need in the area.  
 
Welle said the restrictive covenant will help regulate the property. 
 



The Commission agreed with Kohlhaase’s statement and chose to adopt it for the 
findings of fact. 
 
Ninth on the agenda was Adjournment Fairchild motioned for Adjournment, Pierce 
seconded. All were in favor.  
 
(for more information: see recording P&Z 06 15 15) 
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