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DICKINSON COUNTY PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION 
 

Monday, July 20, 2015 
 

1:00 P.M. 
 

The Dickinson County Planning and Zoning Commission met Monday, July 20, 2015 at 
the 1:00 P.M. in the community room of the Dickinson County Courthouse. 
 
Members present were, Doris Welle, Carol Pierce, Jon Gunderson, and Nate Gruys. 
Absent was Tony Weber, Tim Fairchild, and Nancy Pfund. 
 
Due to the chairman and vice chairman being absent, Jon Gunderson the longest 
standing member of the Commission called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. 
 
First on the agenda was the approval of the minutes from June 15, 2015. Pierce 
motioned to approve the minutes as written, Gruys seconded. All were in favor. 
 
Second on the agenda was the amendment to the Dickinson County Comprehensive 
Land Use plan to change the future land use map from residential to commercial for 
Clifford Jones c/o Clary Lake Service for a recommendation to the Board of 
Supervisors. The public notice contained the legal description for the 2nd and 3rd items 
on the agenda.  
 
David Kohlhaase, the Zoning Administrator, recommended that the Commission listen 
to both the 2nd and 3rd agenda items together, because even though they are separate 
entities, each item depends on the other. 
 
Third on the agenda was the rezoning application from A-1 Agricultural district to GC 
General commercial district for Clifford Jones c/o Clary Lake Service for a 
recommendation to the Board of Supervisors.  
 
Kohlhaase told the Commission that the DNR called the Planning and Zoning office 
asking if the current zoning classification of Clifford Jones’s property c/o Clary Lake 
Service/Tom Clary allows for docking activity. In the list of definitions in the Zoning 
Ordinance, marine services is the only definition that the county has that includes the 
activity of docking services. The current zoning of the property is A-1 Agricultural and 
marine services is not a permitted use. The General Commercial district does allow for 
marine services as a permitted commercial use. Mr. Clary is making application to 
change the future land use from residential to commercial as well as changing the 
zoning from A-1 Agricultural to GC General Commercial for the purpose of marine 
services, and more specifically docking services.  
 
Kohlhaase read the zoning change statement provided by Tom Clary.    
 
Tom Clary introduced himself to the Commission and began by explaining that he owns 
Clary Lake Service and lives at the South end of Lake Minnewashta near the state park 
and boat ramp. He gave a detailed explanation about the congestion that is created by 
the boat traffic near his home. He decided he could help decrease some of the 
congestion in the area by providing docking and boat hoists for people. The proposed 
project area is owned by Clifford Jones and is located on Lower Gar Lake. Clary went 
on to explain that with the possible future expansion of Fieldstone Trailer Park, located 
just south of Lower Gar state park, will only add to the already bottlenecked area near 
his home. Clary thought that if people had somewhere to put their boat for the season, it 
would help eliminate some of the problems.   
 
Brad Beck, Beck Engineering, explained the proposed plan for the property. He 
indicated that the maximum number of boat hoists is 50, and they also made sure they 
had adequate parking for at least 50 vehicles. In reality not all of the stalls will be in use 
at the same time, but they wanted a plan for the worst case scenario. They are going to 
use the existing gravel drive from the county road, and the parking stalls will stack on 
the grass. The proposed project will not add any additional impervious service to the 
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property. Beck mentioned the problem the lakes are having with invasive species. 
Invasive species are being transported on boats and trailers coming from other lakes 
and rivers. The more boats that they can get off trailers and get on hoists the chances of 
those boats leaving the lake is less probable. Beck said they talked to the DNR last 
week and worked out the details needed to proceed should the Commission and Board 
of Supervisors approve the comprehensive plan and rezoning.  
 
Saunders asked if the new docking area will have a boat ramp. 
 
Beck said there will not be a ramp. 
 
Gruys asked Clary if the initial plan was to start out with 10 hoists, since that is what the 
diagram that was provided to the zoning office showed.  
 
Clary said that there will start out with as many hoists as they have requests for, but 50 
is the maximum number of hoists they would provide. The DNR requires us to have 10 
feet of shore line for every hoist, which is why 50 is the maximum. 
 
Beck said the number of hoists would correspond with the number of                  
requests that Clary has, Clary will not have empty boat hoists sitting in the lake.    
 
Gruys asked if is there is an initial depiction of what the dock will look like if Clary were 
to have 50 hoists. 
 
Clary said that the set up would be similar to Pelican Ridge, the dock would continue 
out into the lake and then wing out. 
 
Pierce asked if they would be taking out or stopping any agricultural production in the 
area. 
 
Beck said they will not be stopping or interrupting any agricultural production in the 
area. They will use the existing gravel driveway, and the parking will be on the grass 
between the two homes.  
 
Pierce clarified that the gravel driveway will stay a drive and they will not try to make this 
into a road in the long run.  
 
Beck said that is correct 
 
Pierce asked if they would be taking out any trees.  
 
Beck said that all of the trees are shown on the site plan, and they will not be taking any 
of them out.  
 
Pierce asked if they recommend the change, would Clary be able to build on this area at 
some time in the future. 
 
Kohlhaase said yes they could build on it, but the Commission has the ability to 
recommend conditions to put on the application, but ultimately the Board of Supervisors 
will have the final decision. 
 
Clary said that he does not plan to build on the property, this is strictly access for the 
docks.  
 
Pierce asked if Clary would store the hoists in the winter time. 
 
Clary said that they will probably leave them in the lake depending on the lake level, 
which is what they have been doing for the last 10-12 years at Pelican Ridge. They 
would need to get an approval from the DNR. 
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Welle said that she sympathizes with anyone who lives on Dam road, but why doesn’t 
the application contain a boat ramp or was it to complicated with the DNR, since they 
are the ones responsible for the access to the lake. 
 
Clary said that it is very complicated. The lakes area does not have enough ramps for 
the volume of boat traffic on the lake, and the DNR cannot maintain the current boat 
ramps. Clary and Beck gave examples from around the lake.   
 
Welle mentioned that maybe the County needs to put some pressure on the DNR to 
improve the boat ramp conditions.  
 
Kohlhaase asked Clary if he thought people would park their trailers on the property. 
 
Clary said he did not think that people would park their trailers there because it does not 
have lake access.  
 
Kohlhaase said that it is the use of the property that is going to change. 
 
Discussion on specifics on future land use change from residential to commercial.  
 
Kohlhaase asked if the board would like to discuss any conditions or stipulations.  
 
Gunderson opened the discussion to the public. 
 
Roger Fogarty, 1301 Wood Duck Rd, Pelican Ridge, asked if Clary will provide 
restrooms facilities or trash containers.  
 
Clary said he did not think about restrooms, but it would be a good idea to provide porta 
potties. He will provide trash containers, he does not want Mr. Jones to have to clean up 
after other people. 
 
Dennis Eckert, 1309 Sunshine, Pelican Ridge stated that from this site if someone goes 
100 to 120 feet North, one will find him sitting on his deck with this dog. The reason why 
he purchased his property where he did, was because of the land to the South being 
agricultural. This project is not going solve the parking problem on the other side of the 
lake, this is a substantial economic opportunity for Mr. Clary. Clary can make his 
money, but not to his detriment. It is not just a benign site, he does not want to sit on his 
dock and look at hoists. If the Commission were to recommend this change, they will be 
creating a business area, there are no other General Commercial zoning districts in this 
area. This is the DNR’s problem. If the Commission changes this land to a commercial 
district, that is permanent. Eckert asked where is the property owner, and said if he 
really wanted this done, he would be sitting here supporting this proposal.  
 
Gruys asked Clary if he intended to provide other services listed under the marine 
services definition. 
 
Clary said that marine services is the definition that supports the docking use. He will 
not provide any other services listed.  
 
Gruys asked if we did approve the application, would Clary need to come back to the 
Commission should he decide he would like to provide those services. 
 
Kohlhaase said that would depend on the stipulations placed on the application. Which 
is why the Commission and the applicant need to come to an agreement on the 
conditions/stipulations to be put on the application.    
 
Kohlhaase said that on the rezoning application provided by Clary, the use of the 
property will be for docking services, parking, walking, and a sitting area. The 
Commission can make the condition that only those uses be allowed.  
 
Eckert said that if the Commission puts stipulations on this application, will the 
neighboring property owners get an additional chance to contest this application. 
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Gunderson said that the Board of Supervisors will make the ultimate decision.  
 
Kohlhaase explained the process and procedures for the rezoning process. 
 
Larry Ross, 202nd Street, Pelican Ridge, said they are directly across the street from the 
road and it would be a determent to us to have a lot of traffic on the gravel drive.  
 
Welle asked how many boat hoists are in the Pelican ridge. 
 
Clary said that they have 110 hoists currently, with the opportunity to add more.  
 
Welle asked where the hoists were in in comparison to Eckert’s property. 
 
Eckert said they are way to the North, which is why he bought where he did.  
 
Kohlhaase asked Beck how far the proposed dock is from the North property line. 
 
Beck said that it would be roughly a minimum of 350 feet, from the access point to the 
North property line. As far as traffic, it will be low travel, it is not going to be a speedway 
for people.   
 
Clary said that the maximum number of boats that he has seen out of his leased docks 
out at the same time is 3 out of 8, one is not going to see 50 cars coming and going at 
the same time.  
 
Gunderson asked about the feelings of the board. 
 
Gruys said that he has a concern with changing the future land use. He feels that it is 
important to weigh the property owners concerns, but there is a need for the hoists. He 
would not be comfortable putting forth an approval without some serious stipulations.  
 
Welle said that Comprehensive Plan is to try to determine the logical places of growth, 
and the proposal is right next to a development.  It would be her recommendation, that 
they would include strict stipulations to make sure the property is being used for its 
intended use of marine services, more specifically, docking services, a restroom, and 
trash bins. 
 
Pierce asked if it would it be possible to have an additional or alternate drive on the 
opposite end of the property.  
 
Beck said that the current drive is Mr. Jones access to his home, and we would prefer to 
use the existing driveway.  
 
Gunderson mentioned that since they do not have a full board, would the Commission 
like to postpone the application to the following meeting, this way everyone would be 
able to take a closer look at the property, and possibly have more members of the 
Commission next month.  
 
Kohlhaase said the Commission needs to ask the applicant if he would be agreeable to 
postponing the meeting until next month.  
 
Gunderson asked Clary if the Commission could postpone the application to the next 
meeting.  
 
Clary said that he is agreeable to postponing the application until the next meeting, he 
will not be looking at doing anything until next season if he were to receive approval. 
Clary also stated that he does not think one can look down the road at anything on the 
lake and expect it to be the same, because nothing is going to be the same 20 or 30 
years down the road. This area will be developed eventually.  
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Kohlhaase said that he looks at this application as a temporary use until development 
occurs.  
 
Discussion on Pelican Ridge and Arnolds Park zoning.  
 
Welle motion to table the 2nd and 3rd items until the next meeting, Pierce seconded. All 
in favor.  
 
Fourth on the agenda was old unknown or other business to be discussed. There was 
none.  
 
Fifth on the agenda was Adjournment. Welle motioned for Adjournment, Gruys 
seconded. All in favor.  
 
 
(For more information see recording P & Z 07 20 15) 
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