
 

    
Joint Drainage District No. 1 Public Hearing 

Dickinson County/Osceola County 

March 25, 2015-7:00 P.M. 

Harris Community Building-Harris, IA 

 

 

Dickinson County Vice-Chair Bill Leupold called the meeting to order. In attendance from Osceola  

County: Jason Vande Hoef, Merlin Sandersfeld, Mike Schulte, Leroy DeBoer, absent-Phil 

Bootsma.  Present from Dickinson County: Bill Leupold, Paul Johnson, Pam Jordan, Mardi 

Allen, absent-David Gottsche. 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those present.  

 

Informal hearing called for the purpose of engineer Rick Hopper, engineer with Jacobson-

Westergard & Associates to discuss the preliminary engineering report for the improvements of 

the open ditch cleanout of Joint Drainage District No. 1 Osceola and Dickinson Counties, and to 

answer any questions and concerns from landowners prior to the formal hearing being held April 

7, 2015.   

 

Hopper, presented a powered point presentation of the proposed improvements and overall condition of 

the ditch.  The side of the ditch banks are sloughing, resulting in great amounts of silt being carried 

downstream. There are submerged pipes along the way, outlets are blocked, and dirt and phosphorus 

entering Trappers Bay. 

 

The drainage district was established in 1911, and has been determined that some lands in Minnesota 

are a part of the system, annexing them into the district would be very complicated and would result in 

3 governing boards. Hopper went on to say that in 2009, the upper portion of the system was cleaned 

out. The existing improvements in the district include 15,000 lineal feet of main open ditch. The main 

also includes 14,700 lineal feet of tile ranging in size from 32” to 8. The proposed cleanout of the main 

open ditch would begin where the ditch joins Trapper’s Bay. There are two options to the proposed 

improvements, one would be a two-stage ditch which would be quite costly, and Hopper’s 

recommendation of a trapezoidal ditch with a base width ranging from 8’ at the upper end to 30’ at the 

lower end and 2:1 side slopes. By flattening out the side slope to the recommended minimums and 

hydroseeding to establish a vegetative base the estimated 832 tons of sediment eroding should be 

reduced by greatly. Stabilizing the banks will result in a minimum removal of close to 870 pounds of 

phosphorus, achieving a 58% reduction.  

 

Hopper stated that additional ROW will need to be acquired.  Cost estimates are as follows: Without 

realignment- $803,598.00, or average cost per acre $74.79; with realignment-$767,613.00, or average 

cost per acre $71.44.The second option is the engineer’s preference. Wetland mitigation costs could 

also factor into the estimates. 

 

The public had an opportunity to voice opinions and to have their questions answered. There was talk 

of possible funding sources through Federal and State means, which will be thoroughly explored. 

 



 

Final hearing will be held on April 7, 2015, 7:00 P.M. Hopper stated possible outcomes of the meeting. 

A remonstrance from landowners from the landowners could permanently halt the project. The 

Supervisors could choose to continue the hearing and reconvene at a later date, or they could accept the 

project and move forward with the final designs and reclassification, even if accepted, the project can 

be delayed to seek additional funding sources. 

 

Leupold adjourned the meeting at 8:21 P.M.   

 

 

 

__________________________________ Jayson Vande Hoef 

Osceola Board of Supervisors Chair 

 

__________________________________Barb Echter 

Osceola County Auditor 

 

_________________________________David Gottsche 

Dickinson County Board of Supervisors Chair 

 

_________________________________Lori Pedersen 

Dickinson County Auditor  

 

    


