
1 
 

Sony ICD MS515 
 

DICKINSON COUNTY BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 
Monday, October 22, 2012 

7:00 P.M. 
 
The Dickinson County Board of Adjustment met Monday, October 22, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. 
in the community room of the Dickinson County Courthouse. 
 
Members present were Don Oleson, Bob Duncan, Mary Dannatt, and Dennis Jackson. 
Absent was Jeff Ashland. 
 
Don Oleson, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
First on the agenda was roll call. 
 
Second on the agenda was new business. 

 1st item of new business was Paul and Carolyn Schroder, a variance for Lot 14 
except the east 15’, all Lot 15, and east ½ Lot 16, Village Park.  Oleson read the 
description of the variance. 

 
All members had viewed the site. 
 
Jim Blum was representing the Schroders.  He introduced Paul and Carolyn Schroder 
and Monte Burrell with Green Acres Homes.  Blum said the Schroders would like to 
replace their older home with a new one basically the same place, but turned 90 
degrees.  The lot doesn’t have a lot of depth.  The proposed new home will be 20 feet 
from the rear lot line, 7 feet from the west side line and plenty on the east side.  There is 
12 feet from the house to the detached garage.  There is a handicapped access on the 
easterly side that they need to maintain.  The front (lakeside) line of sight from the 
house on the west to the house on the east cuts right through the lot.  The new covered 
deck will be back 4 feet from what it is now.  At the closest point, the house is 34.5 feet 
on the lakeside.  The Schroder’s had planned a 29 feet by 48 feet house, but they have 
downsized to a 28 feet by 48 feet house, so the variance request is not 12 feet, but 11 
feet.   
 
Blum said they will have the same basement elevation.  All utilities are in place.  On the 
southeast corner is a rock waterway to handle drainage and to slow down water coming 
off the road. He has suggested two rain gardens installed with two downspouts directed 
to them.   
 
Monte Burrell said they would be quite a bit further off the highway. 
 
Schroder said their existing house is 7 feet from the rear yard.  The new one will be 20 
feet. 
 
Oleson asked about the second story covered deck.  The front alignment is causing the 
need for the variance.  You will have a patio on the lower level.  Do you need a covered 
deck? 
 
Blum said there would be a full basement with a walkout and a roofed deck.   
 
Oleson was concerned with the covered deck later being screened, then having 
windows put in.   
 
Kohlhaase said the deck with a roof over it is already considered part of the house. 
 
Schroder said the new deck will be the same elevation as before and the basement will 
be the same elevation.   
 
Oleson said he can see the hardship in front of the house, but has a concern with the 
covered deck. 
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Schroder said they have maintained this property for 20+ years.  They have no intention 
of closing the deck in. 
 
Duncan said he measured 18 feet from the house line on the east to the rear lot line. 
 
Blum said he was sure it was 20 feet, but he would re-measure.  
 
Kohlhaase said it will be the applicant’s responsibility to make sure there is a 20 feet 
rear yard. 
 
There was no correspondence received. 
 
There were no comments from the public.   
 
Kohlhaase said the Schroders are improving the home to make it more handicapped 
accessible. 
 
Duncan moved to vote on the application as presented.  Jackson seconded.  All were in 
favor. 
 
The vote was recorded as all approve. 
 
Oleson read the vote result form and the construction completion deadline. 
 

 2nd item of new business was David and Patricia Harry, a variance on Lot 8, 
Block K, Methodist Camp.  Oleson read the description of the variance. 

 
All members had viewed the site. 
 
Dave Harmelink was the contractor representing the Harrys.  He said they want to add a 
second story to the back part of their home.  It would be two bedrooms and a bathroom. 
They are on a corner lot which requires a side yard of 25 feet, so it leaves little room to 
build. 
 
The Harry’s family has been involved with this cabin since 1915. 
 
Oleson said the home was built approximately 1920. 
 
Harmelink said there was an addition sometime later. 
 
Oleson asked if the rest of the house would be renovated. 
 
Harmelink said they will reside with cement siding. 
 
Jackson asked if there is only a crawl space. 
 
Harmelink said there is a small area about 8 x 10 with the furnace in it.  The rest is crawl 
space. 
 
Oleson asked Harmelink if he felt the foundation was sound enough to hold the weight 
of the new addition. 
 
Harmelink said part of it is stone foundation.  One end is all concrete.  He explained the 
load distribution. 
 
Jackson cautioned that he make sure the foundation would support the load.   
 
Duncan asked about the safety factor with increasing the size of the house. 
 
Harmelink said this is summer cabin.  There is no heat in the house. 
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The board discussed an electrical update.  
 
Harmelink said most of the house was completely renovated about 20 years ago.  It 
would have had an electrical update at that time. 
 
Kohlhaase said there is a state electrical code that electricians would be required to 
follow.  He said as far as fire safety, you can enter Monarch Cove on North and South 
Park Road, so it is pretty accessible by fire truck. 
 
Harmelink said there is a sliding door on the north side that will be removed.   
 
Oleson asked how long Harmelink had been in the construction business.  
 
Harmelink said he had been doing construction for 35 years. 
 
Harmelink submitted letters he had received from the neighbors in support of the 
addition.  The letters were from Alex Perea, John and Beverly Harmelink, and Dean and 
Karen Hammer. 
 
Oleson asked if the addition would be insulated. 
 
Harmelink said it will be insulated.  The Harrys will be using window air conditioners. 
 
Duncan was concerned with safety since there is only one way out of the second floor. 
 
Harmelink said he will be putting 6 windows in the addition. 
 
There was no public in attendance for comment. 
 
Dannatt asked about the estimated cost of $25,000. 
 
Harmelink said it would be closer to $30,000 with the siding. 
 
Duncan moved to vote on the application as presented.  Dannatt seconded.  All were in 
favor.   
 
The vote was recorded as all approve. 
 
Oleson read the vote result form and the construction completion deadline. 
 
Third on the agenda were the minutes of September 24, 2012.  Jackson moved to 
approve the minutes as written.  Dannatt seconded.  All were in favor. 
 
Fourth on the agenda was communications.  Kohlhaase said Troy Weary with ITC 
Midwest had called and said the plantings had been completed on the Highway 9 
substation.  They are being maintained and watered. 
 
Fifth on the agenda was report of officers and committees.  There were none. 
 
Sixth on the agenda was old or unknown business.  There was none. 
 
Seventh on the agenda was other.  There was none. 
 
Eighth on the agenda was adjournment.  Duncan moved to adjourn.  Jackson 
seconded.  All were in favor.  The meeting adjourned at 7:40 p.m. 
 
 
 


