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DICKINSON COUNTY PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION 
Monday, March 18, 2013 

1:00 P.M. 
 
The Dickinson County Planning and Zoning Commission met Monday, March 18, 2013 
at 1:00 p.m. in the community room, Dickinson County Courthouse. 
 
Members present were Jon Gunderson, Nancy Pfund, Duane Moser, Tim Fairchild, Bob 
Chaffin, Tony Weber, and Doris Welle.  Also in attendance were Mardi Allen, Paul 
Johnson, Bill Leupold and Pam Jordan. 
 
First on the agenda were the minutes of January 21, 2013.  Welle moved to approve the 
minutes as written.  Moser seconded.  All were in favor. 
 
Second on the agenda was an amendment to Zoning Ordinance 102, Article #17, 
Section 2 B. Front Yard Alignment, proposed wording changes.  Recommendation to 
the Board of Supervisors. 
 
Weber read the existing wording and proposed changed wording.  An explanation and 
discussion followed.  The Planning and Zoning board had discussed this change at 
previous meetings. 
 
Pfund moved to recommend to the Board of Supervisors approval of this amendment.  
Fairchild seconded.  All were in favor. 
 
Third on the agenda was the annual joint meeting of the Planning and Zoning 
Commission and the Board of Supervisors. 
 
Kohlhaase passed out copies of Article #27, Section 4 which explains the purpose of 
the annual joint meeting with the Board of Supervisors.  He then read through the rest of 
the article which explains the P & Z proceedings, hearings, powers and duties.   
 
Kohlhaase said the comprehensive plan was updated in 2006.  On the average, they 
are good for 20 years.  Subdivision 103 was adopted in 2000.  Zoning Ordinance 102 
was adopted in 1998 and has had two official reviews since then.  
 
Discussion followed. Allen said she had attended ISAC and heard about Smart Planning 
Principles. 
 
Kohlhaase said that was a formula that is used regarding new subdivisions.  Most 
people are in opposition to using it.  Only a few counties have adopted it because they 
find it too restrictive.  He also said that zoning attendance at ISAC is usually about 25 
out of 99 counties. 
 
Allen said they had a presentation from the Zoning Administrator of Allamakee County 
which was about frac mining from sand for oil and natural gas.  Minnesota and 
Wisconsin have a lot of frac mining.  The talk was for awareness.  Allamakee County 
had put it in their ordinance as a conditional use so only the Board of Adjustment 
decides.  Now they have a moratorium on it to do more study.  Some counties put so 
many requirements on such as environmental study, etc. that the applicant pulls out. 
 
Kohlhaase said the only thing in our ordinance is Resource Extraction as a conditional 
use in the agricultural district.   
 
Allen said there might have to be a surcharge on roads for commercial and industrial 
hauling.   
 
Leupold told the commission members thank you for serving.  He asked if the 
commission looks at water quality and drainage in their plan approvals. 
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Weber said there is a storm water management requirement that follows SUDAS 
(Statewide Urban Design and Specifications) standards and also a landscape 
ordinance.   
 
Kohlhaase said the way it works is if one acre or more of land is disturbed, it requires a      
plan by a licensed engineer according to SUDAS standards. If someone improves a 
vacant lot that exceeds impervious surface by 60% or more, or an improved lot by 25% 
or more, it requires a plan by a licensed engineer according to SUDAS standards. All 
building permits require a drainage plan.   
 
Also, now that the county is in the flood plain management program, FEMA requires a 
permit to bring in fill for any property in the floodplain.   
 
Mardi said one of her concerns was providing access in the side yard to the front yard.  
The zoning ordinance has no landscape ordinance that covers the sides of houses. 
People that landscape up to their lot line leave no way to get around with mowers, etc.  
 
Johnson said that a few years ago, the county set a precedent adopting an ordinance 
for wind towers.  At that time the ordinance was silent on a decommissioning plan. 
 
Kohlhaase said the county has received a few requests for the small wind turbines.  The 
P & Z commission studied that and decided against allowing them at this time.  He said 
the supplemental standards have a paragraph on decommissioning, so the county has 
a plan in place.  Kohlhaase read that paragraph. 
 
Discussion followed.  If a wind company walks away, is the landowner responsible for 
removal? There was a discussion of salvage value and removal of the concrete pad.   
 
Johnson asked if we have checked with other counties to see what they have in place, 
or did they copy our ordinance?  Zoning will check. 
 
Johnson talked about pet farms in the county.  There are several that have too many 
animals and they are not being taken care of.  Do we have any ordinance in place to 
restrict the number of animals? 
 
Kohlhaase said the zoning ordinance does have a use of kennels which is the keeping 
of any number of dogs for sale, breeding, or boarding purposes in agricultural areas or 
the keeping of 5 or more dogs or their off spring six months or older on residential 
property or the keeping of one dog on business or commercial property. He said one of 
the biggest problems is cats.  People start feeding and sheltering wild cats and they 
aren’t neutered and they have more offspring.  The Humane Society won’t take them.   
 
Saunders said there are state criminal laws to take care of animal abuse or neglect. 
 
Johnson asked if there has been any discussion of dog parks.  These are becoming 
popular.  He had heard of an instance where a woman let her small dog loose in the 
section meant for big dogs and her dog was killed.  There have been reports of children 
being bitten.    
 
Saunders said this comes down to owner responsibility.  There also needs to be clear 
signage of designated areas and rules. 
 
Welle said on the trails, there is no signage to have a dog on a leash.  They can be 
dangerous if they run in front of a biker.  The same can be true of children. 
 
Jordan said the Dickinson County Trails Board set aside some money to work with 
conservation on inspecting and maintenance of signs on the trails.  Anyone with 
concerns or questions should contact the Trails Board. 
 
Kohlhaase reported on the several wind energy projects that are on hold. 
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Johnson asked the Planning and Zoning members what are the things that take the 
most time? 
 
Weber said the thing that concerns him is that each entity has their own comprehensive 
plan.  Sometimes the P & Z will approve a subdivision with certain conditions, then they 
annex to a city and the conditions go by the wayside.   
 
Fairchild said it takes a lot of time studying and redoing regulations to cover problems 
as they come up. 
 
Kohlhaase said rezoning gets difficult when it is in conflict with the comprehensive plan 
or a unique situation.   
 
Welle asked if the commission members are covered by the county from lawsuits.  
When we are doing the job we were appointed to do, are we covered by the county’s 
umbrella policy? 
 
Kohlhaase will ask Lonnie to write a letter with that answer. 
 
Fourth on the agenda was old or unknown business.  There was none. 
 
Welle moved to adjourn.  Moser seconded.  All were in favor.  The meeting adjourned at 
2:47 p.m. 
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