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The Dickinson County Planning and Zoning Commission met Monday, July 21, 2014 at 
1:00 p.m. in the community room of the Dickinson County Courthouse. 
 
Members present were Tony Weber, Nancy Pfund, Doris Welle, Nate Gruys, and Carol 
Pierce. Absent members were Jon Gunderson and Tim Fairchild. 
 
Tony Weber, Chairman called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. 
 
First on the Agenda were the minutes of May 19, 2014. Pfund moved to approve the 
minutes as written. Gruys seconded. All were in favor. 
 
Second on the Agenda the members introduced themselves to Carol Pierce. Megan 
Kardell, Nate Gruys, and Lonnie Saunders also reintroduced themselves to the 
members. 
 
Third on the Agenda was a discussion of setting a grade elevation on planned houses, 
additions and accessory structures.    
 
Kohlhaase explained the recommendation of a discussion on amending the ordinance 
to set a grade elevation came from the Board of Adjustment. Kohlhaase went on to 
explain the history of building at ground level in the 1950’s, and how construction 
standards have changed in today’s world. Kohlhaase cited a specific area in Weather 
End where neighbors have expressed concern over the run off from dirt and earthen 
materials on to adjoining properties.  
 
Pierce asked if it is required for builders to mitigate some of the drainage during 
construction to prevent areas from becoming a mudslide. 
 
Kohlhaase explained that since our county does not have a building code, there are no 
current regulations, besides having a silt fence to protect the lake from dirt and earthen 
materials. Many times the drainage along with landscaping are addressed in the later 
parts of construction. 
 
Weber feels even if the county had a building code, it would not address the concerns of 
drainage and grade elevation. The law says you cannot increase the drainage on to 
other property, it is the responsibility of the builder to control the drainage during 
construction. 
 



Discussion continued on drainage along with setbacks and certain requirements already 
in the zoning ordinance. Weber drew on the white board to help illustrate the current 
zoning ordinances.  
 
Weber said he has never seen anywhere that has a minimum grade elevation built into 
the zoning ordinances.  
 
Weber asked Kohlhaase if they could amend the Zoning Ordinance 102 Article # 24 to 
include a silt fence on all necessary areas of property to protect against excessive 
drainage on to adjoining property owners.   
 
Welle and Pfund asked if the amendment of Article #24 could include a silt fence during 
all phases of construction, not just during landscaping. 
 
Kohlhaase said it would be a simple fix to the ordinance, and he would issue the silt 
fence permits when reasonably necessary.  
 
Pierce asked how is it determined when a silt fence permit is necessary. 
 
Kohlhaase said he does a site visit to determine when a silt fence permit is necessary. 
  
Kohlhaase asked Weber if the Planning and Zoning Commission would like to form a 
committee to address the change to the ordinance, they declined citing all necessary 
discussion was complete.  
 
The Planning and Zoning Commission asked Kohlhaase to formulate the change, and 
the Commission would review it at the next meeting.  
 
Fourth on the agenda was the discussion of marking communication towers that are 
less than 200’. Kohlhaase explained the request for discussion came from the Board of 
Adjustment, because the FAA does not have special requirements on towers 
constructed below 200’. 
 
Saunders said the FAA has the expertise, we need to rely on the FAA to dictate how the 
towers are regulated.  
 
Kohlhaase said the Board of Adjustments can always add stipulations to any decision 
they are considering. 
 
Fifth on the agenda was a follow up discussion on storm structures in mobile home 
parks and RV/campgrounds.  
 
Weber said that we are not experts on safety structures, and he brought two 
documents, Design and Construction Guidance for Community Safe Rooms, and 
ICC/NSSA Standard for the Design and Construction of Storm Shelters. 
 



Discussion continued on which zoning districts would be required to have storm shelters 
and if campgrounds would be required to have evacuation plans. They also discussed 
how the County would regulate the size of storm shelters. 
 
Saunders said we need to let the free market place decide what is best for each site.  
 
Kohlhaase said that the Board of Adjustment can always place stipulations new mobile 
home park/RV park applications, should the BOA feel it is necessary.   
 
Sixth on the agenda was any old, unknown or other business. Kohlhaase said there are 
no new applications for subdivisions. 
 
Seventh on the agenda Adjournment, Welle moved to adjourn. Pierce seconded. All 
were in favor. The meeting adjourned at 2:00 p.m. 


