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DICKINSON COUNTY PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION 

Monday, November 18, 2013 
1:00 P.M. 

 
 
The Dickinson County Planning and Zoning Commission met Monday, November 18, 
2013 at 1:00 p.m. in the community room of the Dickinson County Courthouse. 
 
Members present were Bob Chaffin, Doris Welle, Tony Weber, Tim Fairchild, Jon 
Gunderson, and Nancy Pfund. 
 
Tony Weber, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m.   
 
First on the agenda was approval of the minutes of September 16, 2013.  Welle moved 
to approve the minutes as written.  Fairchild seconded.  All were in favor. 
 
Second on the agenda was Kelley’s Beach Third Addition, Final Plat, recommendation 
to the Board of Supervisors.  The preliminary plat was recommended for approval at 
their meeting of September 16, 2013.   
 
Brad Beck with Beck Engineering said the approval was contingent on the drainage 
easement being shown on the plat which they have added.  They have widened this to 
50 feet.  The cities within two miles had until October 5th to respond.  There were no 
objections. 
 
Weber asked for questions or concerns from the commission members. 
 
Welle asked if the supervisors approve this plat, will the developers start this fall.   
 
Beck said they are planning to do some grading this fall. 
 
Weber asked if the access easement shown is still at 25 feet. 
 
Beck said yes. 
 
Weber asked for questions from the public.  There were none. 
 
Gunderson moved to recommend approval of Kelley’s Beach Third Addition Final Plat to 
the Board of Supervisors.  Pfund seconded.  All were in favor.   
 
Third on the agenda was the Milford Fuller Airport 2013 Zoning Ordinance. 
 
Steve Hallgren with Northwest Iowa Planning and Development said the City of Milford 
and Spirit Lake applied for a DOT grant.  The DOT wants to see all airports have a 
height and land use ordinance.  There are new state recommendations and standards.  
The state ordinance was tweaked to meet the needs of Milford and Spirit Lake. 
 
He said why is the county concerned?  He pointed out the first map in the Milford 
Ordinance showing an overlay in red that is a 9,000 feet radius around the runway.  
Everything within that radius affects the city airport.  The second map shows red, pink, 
and brown zones A, B, and C.  These zones are of interest to the airport.  Within the 
surrounding green area everything is limited to 150 feet height.  The yellow area is 
limited to 350 feet height.  If the zoning office gets a use that meets the zoning 
requirements, but lands within area A & B, they need to check with Milford on the height 
requirement.  Basically, they are looking for height and use that might conflict with the 
airport air space.  It is more of a courtesy thing and protection of the airport.   
 
Kohlhaase read the height restriction wording in Zoning Ordinance 102 that protects 
airports. 
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Hallgren said on page 15 there are exemptions for proposed land uses other than 
communications towers, wind generators, and landfills if they are in zones D and E and 
meet the height requirements of Milford or county zoning ordinance.   
 
Fairchild asked where the height of a structure is measured from? 
 
Hallgren said it is measured from the mean seal level of the airport to the highest point 
of the structure. 
 
He said on page 17 there is a section allowing for the Airport Board of Adjustment to 
meet on variance cases. 
 
Chaffin said there is also a grass strip runway.   
 
Hallgren said it is not included in the zone of concern because it is not considered a 
primary runway.   
 
There was discussion of whether there should be a public hearing and notifications for 
the Planning and Zoning recommendation.  The commission agreed they should 
recommend to the Board of Supervisors and let the Supervisors have the public 
hearing.   
 
Weber said he doesn’t see this as being overly restrictive.  It is good there is a process 
in place for review of unique situations. 
 
Welle moved to recommend approval of adoption of the Milford Iowa Fuller Airport 
Ordinance to the Board of Supervisors.  Gunderson seconded.  All were in favor.   
 
Fourth on the agenda was the Spirit Lake Iowa Airport 2013 Zoning Ordinance, 
recommendation to the Board of Supervisors. 
 
Welle said that Spirit Lake owns the airport, but it is in the City of Okoboji.  Hallgren said 
the north end of the runway is in the county.  City of Okoboji zoning applies. 
 
Hallgren said this ordinance is written just like the City of Milford one with a different 
map showing Zone A, B, and C height restrictions. 
 
Pfund moved to recommend approval of adoption of the Spirit Lake Iowa Municipal 
Airport Ordinance to the Board of Supervisors.  Welle seconded.  All were in favor. 
 
Fifth on the agenda was old or unknown business.  Kohlhaase said there are four 
vacancies on the Planning and Zoning Commission.  Duane Moser passed away and is 
to be replaced to finish out his term.  Three member’s terms expire this year, Bob 
Chaffin, Jon Gunderson, and Nancy Pfund.  If they wish to serve for another 5 year 
term, they must fill out an application form and turn it in by December 20th.  Any new 
members could be from the incorporated or unincorpated area and there is always a 
push to be gender neutral.    
 
There being no further business, Welle moved to adjourn.  Fairchild seconded.  All were 
in favor.  The meeting adjourned at 2:00 p.m. 
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