
Dickinson County Board of Supervisors 
August 4, 2020 

 

9:00 A.M. Present are Supervisors Kim Wermersen, Steve Clark, Vice-Chairperson Tim Fairchild, and 
William Leupold. Telephonically is Supervisor Pam Jordan.  

The pledge of allegiance to the flag was recited by those present. 

Moved by Clark, seconded by Wermersen, to approve the July 28, 2020 Board meeting Minutes.  Roll call 
vote: Clark-aye, Wermersen-aye, Jordan-aye, Fairchild-aye, and Leupold-aye. 
 
Moved by Wermersen, seconded by Fairchild, to approve Resolution 2020-25 Approving the Auditor and 
Commissioner of Elections to add Public Measure A to the township ballot for the General Election. Roll 
call vote: Wermersen-aye, Fairchild-aye, Clark-aye, Jordan-aye, and Leupold-aye.  
 

RESOLUTION 2020-25 

WHEREAS, Section 39.22, Code of Iowa, authorizes the Board of Supervisors to direct the County 
Commissioner of Elections to submit to the qualified electors of a township the question of whether to 
appoint the officers of the township,  namely the Township Clerk and Township Trustees, rather than to 
have the elected; and  

 WHEREAS, said question must be submitted at a General Election; and 

 WHEREAS, a majority of qualified electors of a township must vote in favor of appointing their 
officers rather than electing them in order to change from the present system of electing them, to the new 
system of having them appointed by the Board of Supervisors; now 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Supervisors of Dickinson County, Iowa, 
hereby direct the County Auditor and Commissioner of Elections to place the proposition to fill township 
offices by appointment of the Board of Supervisors, on the November 3, 2020  General Election ballot in 
Silver Lake township in Dickinson County.  The question will read as follows:  “Shall Dickinson County 
Board of Supervisors fill the offices of Trustee and Clerk of Silver Lake Township by appointment as the 
terms of office of the incumbent township officers expire?” 

John Wills, Water Quality Commissioner, spoke with the Board to approve a letter of commitment and 
possible sponsorship for NRCS for the Watershed Flood Prevention Operations Program Grant for the 
Francis Sites Wetland Project- Phase 2. It was moved by Jordan, seconded by Fairchild, to approve Wills 
to send in the Grant Application with the Board of Supervisors as the Sponsor. The Grant will be for 
$350,000 and the acceptance date will be October 1 if Dickinson County gets the Grant. Roll call vote: 
Jordan-aye, Fairchild-aye, Clark-aye, Wermersen-aye, and Leupold-aye.  

Moved by Clark, seconded by Fairchild, to make a recommendation to accept Drainage District #23- 
improvement petition from Jeff Jones and Bill Beck to place approximately ½ mile of new tile in section 
numbers 8 and 9 of Superior Township, including under Hwy 71. Also, to appoint Jacobson Westergard 
and Associates of Estherville, Iowa as the Drainage Engineer. Roll call vote: Clark-aye, Fairchild-aye, 
Wermersen-aye, Jordan-aye, and Leupold-aye.  

Moved by Wermersen, seconded by Fairchild, to make a recommendation to accelerate a bridge 
replacement Bridge #L-4310 between section numbers 7 and 8 of Westport Township into the 
accomplishment year of the five-year Construction Program. The bridge will be locally funded in Fiscal 
Year 2021. Roll call vote: Wermersen-aye, Fairchild-aye, Clark-aye, Jordan-aye, and Leupold-aye.  

There was discussion on miscellaneous Covid-19 Items. Plexiglass barriers have been installed in some 
offices and other modifications are planned as the Courthouse opens to Phase III August 5, 2020. 



The Board of Supervisors of Dickinson County, Iowa, met on the August 4, 2020, at 9:00 o’clock a.m., at 
the Dickinson County Courthouse, Spirit Lake, Iowa. 

The meeting was called to order by the Chairperson, and the roll being called, the following named 
Supervisors were present and absent: 

Present: Wermersen, Clark, Jordan, Fairchild, and Leupold 
Absent: None 
 

10:00 a.m. This being the time and place specified for holding a hearing and taking action on the 
proposal  G.O. Hospital Bonds 444282-00006, and to enter into a general obligation refunding loan 
agreement related to refunding outstanding indebtedness issued for the county public hospital known as 
the Dickinson County Memorial Hospital d/b/a Lakes Regional Healthcare, the Chairperson opened the 
hearing.   

The Chairperson called for any written or oral objections, and there were none.  Whereupon, the 
Chairperson declared the hearing closed. 

After due consideration and discussion, Supervisor Wermersen introduced the following resolution 
and moved its adoption, seconded by Supervisor Clark.  The Chairperson put the question upon the 
adoption of said resolution, and the roll being called, the following Supervisor voted: 

 
Ayes:  All  

Nays: None  . 

Whereupon, the Chairperson declared the resolution duly adopted, as follows: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2020-26 

Resolution taking additional action to enter into one or more loan agreements 

WHEREAS, there has heretofore been established in Dickinson County, Iowa (the “County”) a 
county public hospital known as the Dickinson County Memorial Hospital d/b/a Lakes Regional Healthcare 
(the “Hospital”) which is organized and existing under the laws of the State of Iowa; and 
 

WHEREAS, at the request of the Hospital, the Board of Supervisors of the County hereto proposed 
to enter into one or more loan agreements (the “Loan Agreement”) and to issue General Obligation 
Refunding Bonds, in one or more series (the “Bonds”) in evidence of the County’s obligations thereunder, 
in a principal amount not to exceed $11,000,000, pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 331 of the Code of 
Iowa, for the purpose of refunding its outstanding $10,000,000 General Obligation Urban Renewal Hospital 
Bonds, Series 2012 and its $5,000,000 General Obligation Urban Renewal Hospital Bonds, Series 2013, 
originally issued pursuant to Chapters 331 and 403 for the purpose of lending the money to the Hospital 
(the “County Loan”) to aid in the undertaking of an urban renewal project in the Spirit Lake Consolidated 
Urban Renewal Area consisting of constructing, furnishing and equipping an addition to and renovating, 
equipping and furnishing portions of the existing hospital facilities of the Hospital (the “Project”), and has 
published notice of such proposal and has held a hearing thereon on August 4, 2020;  

WHEREAS, the management and control of the Hospital are vested in the Board of Hospital 
Trustees, and the County intends to loan the proceeds of the Bonds to the Hospital for purposes of 
refinancing the Project and the County Loan pursuant to a loan agreement between the Hospital and the 
County; 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, Be It Resolved by the Board of Supervisors of Dickinson County, Iowa, as 

follows: 



Section 1. The Board hereby determines to enter into the Loan Agreement in the future, and 
determines that this Resolution constitutes the “additional action” required by Section 331.402 of the Code 
of Iowa. 

Section 2. All resolutions and orders or parts thereof in conflict with the provisions of this 
resolution, to the extent of such conflict, are hereby repealed. 

Passed and approved August 4, 2020. 

STATE OF IOWA 
    SS: 
DICKINSON COUNTY 

I, the undersigned, County Auditor of Dickinson County, do hereby certify that attached hereto is a 
true and correct copy of the proceedings of the Board relating to the hearing on the Board’s intention to 
enter into a Loan Agreement in a principal amount not to exceed $11,000,000. 

 
WITNESS MY HAND this 4th day of August, 2020. 

 
Mike Ehret, Emergency Management Director, present to discuss the Shore Acres Siren. The transformer 
has broken in the current siren. To replace the transformer, it will be $4,823. The 2nd option would be to 
make this siren like the other updated sirens and that would be making it a solar siren in the amount of 
$6,031. Moved by Fairchild, seconded by Wermersen, to approve the cost of a Solar Siren being put in 
instead of fixing the transformer. Roll call vote: Fairchild-aye, Wermersen-aye, Clark-aye, Jordan-aye, and 
Leupold-aye.  
 
The Board gave their board and committee reports and continued into general discussion.  There being 
no further items presented to the board, it was moved by Fairchild, seconded by Wermersen, to adjourn. 
All voted aye. The meeting adjourned to the call of the Chairperson at 10:17 a.m. 
 

___________________________________William Leupold, Chairperson 

 

__________________________________ Lori Pedersen, Auditor 
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